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when we last mel, Umphrey's
Mednee was rockin’ two sold out
rights at Chicage’s Mavy Pier
Skline Slage. As usual, the
shows highlighted the {act that
Umphirey's continues to grow in
popularity and falend. This fall
also saw this Midwest seniel play
a fwo-night run at Madison
wisconsin's famed Parrymore
Theatre as well as 3 slot at the
maugural Vegoose Festival in Las
Yegas, Nevada. The boys It up
the festival grounds with 2
smovin’ ey filled with soms of
theiv most exciling & adventurous
numbers, but the real excitement
actually came an evening prior
their festival performance.
Umphrey's set up shop al the
House of Blues Las Vegas in the
beautiful Mandalay Doy Resort &
Zasing, Their move than three-
hour show consisted of some
amazing jams 35 well 35 2 slew of
first fime covers - "Helter
Skelter” & Dig A Ponyg” by the
Peatles; Fed” by King Crimson;
“Wild Side” by Motley Crus %oa
full version of Led Zeppelin's
“tmmigrant Song”. All-around bad-ass Warren Haynes joined the guys for “lmmigrant Dong” & moe's Al Schnier joined in for a tashy version of
“Pariqin’ Peeps”. Umphrey's continued fo spread their love across the nation & the fans came out in droves. Highlights for the fall tour included 2
sold-out show al Washinglon D.C s 930 dub & two sold-oul nighis at New York City's leving Plaza. The boys spent the beginning of December
back out west, but veturned in fime for Brendan & Jake's annual acoustic Christmas. The duet played this year's parly at Chicago's Pack West &
had Tosl apen the evening with a beautiful sole piano sef. Many other frinds joined throughout the evening & the listeners were privy fo some new
material,

Now as we gather for a New Year's Cve exfravaganza, 2005 is melling away behind us & we have another qear fo look forward to. 200L will
sursly see Umphreys continuing 1o grow by leaps & bounds. They will release their third sfficial studio album {see inferview with Sound Caresser
Fevin Browning for defails inside) & will visit venues new & old acress the U5, & Curope.

e per usual, the year's fouring itinerary Degins adrift. Tanuary Th - 13th, Umphrey's join Bela Fleck and the Fleckiones, Galactic, Digable
Flanets, Keller williams, Sieve Kimodk Pand, Karl Denson's Tiny Universe & many others aboard the fourth annual Jam Ceuise. February will find
Umphrey's warming up in the Midwest {278 at lows Memorial Union in lova ity lowa; 279 at First Avenue in Minneapolis, Minnvssta;, 2410 3t The
Fave in Milwaukee, Wisconsin & 2 i o be deformined venue on 2/15) before heading out €ast. While in the tlew England area, they will mave siops
in Bhede leland {2/15 at Lupd’s Heartbreak Holel in Providence), Verment (/1 at Higher Greound in Burlinglon), tew York ity (2/17 at the tovia
Theatre}, New Jersey {2718 2t Starland Ballroom in Sayeeville) & Mardand (2/20 at Faw's Head in ®allimors). Then i¥'s down the coast to tlorth
Carolina (2721 at Meighborbood Theatee in Charlofie) & up through Tennessee (2/22 at City Hall in Nashville) before a couple more shows in the
Midwest (2/23 at Bogart’s in Cindonatl, Ohio; 2/24 at The Pageant in S Louis, Missouri & 2/25 af the Mural's Eqyplian Room in indianapolis,
indiana).

March will find Umphrey's plajing their fiest festival of the year at Suavise Florida’s Langerado Music Festival - alongside Ben Harper and the
innocent Criminals, The Black Crowes, The Flaming Lips, The Metlers, Wileo, Robert Fandolph and the Family Band, The Disco Biscuils, Burning
Opear, Clap Your Hands and Day Yeah, BID2, Kid Koala, Brothers Past, and many others. Then 2 milestone in Umphrey's Melaer history will fran-
spive with the first ever European tour. Umphrey's will make slops in London, England (3/14 al the Mean Fiddier): Milan, lialy (3415 at the
Transilvania Club); Paris, France (3746 at La Boule tloir) & in Amsierdam ~ for the second annual Jam in the ‘Dam with The Disco Sizcuils, The
Benevento-Fusso Due & 019 (3/19-21) - before hitling the Knust in Hamburg, Germany (3/23) & back to the Slates. Have 2 greal tour & we'll
see you on the road. Feel free 1o send any comments, questions or concerns 1o degutter@yahioo.com & remember, things change, so check
wow umphreys com before you book that flight.

[

Maht Kanable



Dweet Caressing
Ao interview with Kevin Browning - Dound Lavesser

How does the band choese which songs to put en a sindio 2'bum with
such a large catalog of songs?

when it comes fo choosing songs, there are a variely of faclors that get
considered. To put things in perspective, we recorded 2 fofal of 24
songs and ended up choosing 1 for the record. You have to pick 50045
that §it the feel and the flow of the album. Ae 2 resull sometimes you
have to cud funes that everyone really likee but jusl dow't seem do 6t for
one reason or another. As for dhoesing funes, we are a democracy
and majority rules. Dome choose 1o be more active, some less but
everyone contributes in their own imporiant and tmpaciful way.

Telf me a iiitle bit about the recording process iiself.

The majority of basic tracking was done in 2 live seffing.  Thai being
said, months of additional iracking were done on 2 one on one basis)
Drums and Bass are ¥ey for laying the foundation and almost all of
those are dene live - We then go back and add layers and texiures of
melody and chythm instruments until we are happy. That's the beauty of
the studio, you record something, put i on the shelf for 2 weex, revisit
it, decide you want o add {or subiract) something, stew on that for a
weel and repeat. I we never had o aciually put an album oul, we can
WWZ on i for years and ears fine funing and adding vavious ear
candy.

wWhen you go inte the studio, what are you fry~
ing to accomplish, as opposed to playing a bive
show?

in the siudie the focus is on making a3 cohesive
and succinet collechion of sonas thal work well
together. Aa all of you know, live - angthing
goes. 1 just depends on what night you show
up. Thers are cerlainly slements that overiap
befween the two bud we ceally approach the two
differently. The studio provides you the
opporiunily to use instrumenis and sounds that
we don't have the ability to pull off nightly {yet
3 This record has 2 variely of addifional
instruments including » good dose of acoustic
guitars, celle, sav, harp, melodica, amongst
gihers. 4

How did Hus album differ in production from
the first fwoe?

Significantly. This album we did a4 the basic
fracking {drums, bass, quitars, some Keys) 1o
27 tape which makes all The difference. Blaying
in the analog realm for these cove fracks has ©
ceriain senic characierisiics that digital has yet
10 be able fo mateh. U gives your ?‘rums a
natural compression and punch that you den’t
get vecording to a computer. Pui digital has
provided us with opporiunities that oliv analeg
ore beavers did not have. Do this record is 3
bealilyy combination of both formats. We fried 1o bk advaniage of the
benefits of both while winhwizing the shorlzomings that each formatl pes-

{f you had 3 choice of being in the siudio for z menth or going on the
road for a month, which would you chosse?

U 1} take what's behind door number 1. Don't get me wrong, | love
miving live but { shill don't feel like we have bad the time to réally fully
develep our studio crafl. This recerd is by far the best one we've made
but if we could afford to sed up shop for soveral months at 4 fime, 1 can
only imagine what we'd come up with, Plus, { get jo see my wife more
when Um in the studio and you can’y put 3 price on that.

What is the big difference befween the fwo environmenis?

The diffecence belween the fwo is immense but the principals of sudio ave
e principals of audio no matter where you are miving. 1 the live realm,
you have 3 finite amouni of time jo set up and pull off your show. Load
i is 2t 1 o'clock and the show is 3t ¥ o'clock and that's that. wWhatever
happens, however the day goes, show fime ts show fime, Somelimes there
are certain technical ma%}u?m’sicms, buzzes, weird anomalies that you can
mask and cover up Yive, They fuck themselves under the neise of 3
crowd. n a studie, if semething ian't working or you dow'} like a fove you
spend 25 much fime as you need to get it vight. ¥ you do a take but
decide you dow't like the position of fhe Hloor tom mic, you move it and do
it again. Every single thing is under a microscope in the studie suviren-
ment 50 every single thing requives that much more caressing if you will.

From irag With Love

Uhave always been into music - for as long as | can remember,
when § was e | bought fickels to my first Phish show. 1§ was amaz-
ing & | never missed any of their shous at AMpine Valley, undit |
Joined the Marines - luckily they played theiv summer run there
before | deployed. One last good time & 1 et thees days later - man
would wy life change. | enlisted en July Wil 2000; thought it would
be 2 good chance for me Io change my ways and setfle down a3 little
on the parly scene. Af that time there were no conflicts going on in
the world {pre Bush) and | figured "vhat the hell, 1 get to fravel the
world and qet paid for i17 Well we all know what happened on
Deptember U1, 200t & our Fresident's following ceaction. My last
Phish show was 2 sad one at Coovs Amphitheatre in Ban Diego.
fiad been 3 years and boy had they changed, | soon left for the
Middie Cast for 2 qears. | came home for a couple of months, but |
reserved most of wy fime for my wife,

hiad always besn told that | should check oud Umphwey's Melaze, but
i never guile worked oul. [ missed them at Dummer Fesi, | missed

them in San Diege, i just never happened. | was in {rag, bored oul of wy
mind and needed some new music: | bought "Anchor Drops” and fell in
tove.  would sit out there on my chiopper al night and just jam to the
album for hours ~ 1} was so peacefud in a horribly war forn couniry.

Ureturned in April 2005 fo Dan Diego. My buddy and { were going
through The Reader [a local newspaper] arvund thres in the morning,
after 2 night on the town. When he declared, "Hey €, Umphrey's is play-
ing next week, we should go.” - 1 bought Hekels the newt morning. The
day of the show | didn't ¥now what 1o expect, | couldn’t contain myself - |
was 20 srcited. We got there early and jammed out o some drum and
bass. My friends weven't info it as much as | was and { ended up losing
them, 1 made wy way 1o the front row and waited. Along the way, | med
soime awessme people. We talked for 5 while and chiled. Thew if hap-
pened, Umphrey's took the stage and changed my life.

They started rocking right away - | didet ¥now what 1o de se 1 just
staried yelling and dancing; 1 bad so wuch fun. About balf way through




The live environment always has dozens of varviables that you must
just {have to] deal with, the room is overly reverberant, the stage is

otlow and resonates at an anvoving frequency, the power isn'l 25
clean as you'd live it and on and o0 and on. The studio i live 2 b
where you have conirel over all those variables. i qou wiant i less
reverberant, put up some additional balfiing, if you want it more
reverberand, record in 2 bigger reom. The studie aliows me 2 grenter
deal of flexibility than { bave live,

Bul all that being said, | love them both and swbrace the dhallenges
and rewards that they both possess. My geal s 1o iry and fuse the
two 60 that we ave able fo pull off live what we can W\ii off in the shu-
dio. A technologies improve and we can be more selective in dioos-
ing our venues, | ihink the two can live harmoniously side by side.

Where is the album being produced, and how is the progress?

Pre-production, writing, and scrajch recording were done in January
of 200% al Manny's Dludio. Pasic tracking and recovding was done af
the end of Tanuary and first part of February, 2005 a1 Dwavily
Studios W Chicago. Additional recerding, iracking, mixing, sdiling,
arranging, et elc. eic. has been done i countless siudics, hotel”
reoms, tour buses, back siages. Thal's the beaudy of fechnology, s
quite mebile. ’

Aad | can fimally say affer 1t months of work, i is fnally DDME. |
wast'} sure if it was ever going Yo §zag>§;m but its official, # is fin-
ished. We are wailing on cover from Sterm Thorgersen {ge loex up
fiis work. Best nown for many Floyd covers bud fas done oodles of
avesome slbums) and then there is fow months that will include
proofreading, manulacturing, promo, press, radis, adveriising and all
the other shiy that goes o veleasing a record.

o Wéﬁ%&iﬁ@%@q and Lee: -
Umphrey's Thwarts No Fun Allowed” Philosophy

Oz of the best thinns about Umphreg's Melore is that ne matier wheve
jqou see thew, you're prefly much guaranieed 2 ?rw? time. Bherily afier
moving from tNew Drlpans o Bichimond, | was theilled 4o discover that 2
show was going 1o lake place at Washington and Lee Universily in Levinglon,

Niegivia on Seplewmber 23 blol having seen the band sinee their spic throw-

down af Tipiting's late -night during Jazefest this spring, { was veally excited
af the prospect of this unespecied oppoctumiy,

1 had never been to Lesingion before. though | had heard that the uni-
versity was the ype of place where “students drink seoleh and wear pearls”
Umphrey's was going to plag 1o the Bilf and Mully crowd? Interesting.

Tho we deoys the ouple of hours o Lesinglon, sreiving in thoe 10 see
ihe campus cops busting up the nascent lot scens, Ppparvently drinking was
not onby prohibifed in fhe building isell, but agpwbere within o fve-mile

radivs, Decivusty. | have never been fo a show where sob only was there a0

bav 5t the venue, bul no store or bar angubers aearby o velas preshow or
diring selbresk. The venue was a giant welsh warshouse that would have
been perfect to absorb the unpleasant effects of mass parlying. Theo # furns
out that the venue i sictetly non-smoking. Te saforee this 5{%‘_%3 aforee of
shoul tueniy cont-a-cops Kept vigilant walch over the crowd of 200,

Staking eul eur spols in the Trond vow, we wabched the crowd slowly

~acenmuilate at the front of the giaantic warehouse. To my shock 5 very large

contingent of attendezs wers guya in blazers, bublon-downs and tes: the
gm wiers gguiggz& with prom-abdle deensen. | chat with one such altived
reshman and his stileio-heeled date, "I's homecoming weekend,” he
eaplaing , . -

- Finalby, enough people show up for the music to begin, U was an awe-

‘soms show from start fo finish, 0o need to ge inte too fuch detall, because
let's face 1. iF qou're veading this, gou know all about how mphregs melts
face. Unfortunately, a vellow wind-bresker olad siudevt secorily guaed
siands -ga‘m%;}ﬁ»g’ i the center of the front row to my immediate B blocking
oy vigw of Take The guy glares 2t everyone who looks remolely beady snd ~
szema defeemined in fie elforts jo vefuse Yo enjoy the show T retaliah .
guking Biwm pud up with my joyfully unselfconscious dancing and grooving.
Decastonally { glance behind me out of curiosity to see if any of the pre~
MBA crowd has lossened their Hiss or dop bullens - they havenl -

The almosphere at Washinglon and Lee was vastly differeni from any
Umpheeys show Dve ever been to (particularly the freswheeling
sapei=har Tipitinas), but one thing was consistent: the absolute vorting that
;fzw%‘i ,g’;»i,a%za Teven i Pony had 1o sing Biz Markie 1o gel BHE and Mully 1o
bl e i 10 4o L

whe is Manny Sanchez, and what did he coniribuie?

Manny Danchez is wy boy and his coniribulions were invaluable. He
is 3 greal studio engineer and raai‘i\% helped us get the most out of
this project, Mami and 1 work reatly well together and his studie
esperience has taught me 2 ton. W is not always common to find fwo
eangineers that thrive and feed off of sach other while producing 2
record. Pddditionally, we did guilte 2 lot of overdubs at Manny's new
studio, the LV, Lab. He has recently turned an old bank vaulf into 2
top nolch vecording facilivy. | would highly cocommend # fo anyone
looking to record their band in the Chicagsland area. But 2l in all

oihe
this album would not sound as good as i does if were wot for Manny
Danchez’s contributions.

By Lesley Medall
How different s the finished product - compared to what you envi- ot e
sioned before recording if?

wWe'll iW's tough o say but maybe s closs? | don't ¥now. Aotually, oviginally we
{anned on deing a double album, one acoustic and one sleciric. The more we
istened though we felt we had two good albums instead of one great album so
we decided o condense.

That being said - don't werey folks, we have plans 1o get most of that addi-
tional material out there Yo you dishards in seme shape or form,

We have discussed » B-sides ype record with unreleased funes and even
some of the wriling process.

when should we expeet fo see the Album?
“Dafely in Numbers” will be avattable in stores everywhere this coming Bpring.
By Breft Daul

the second set, wy friend came down and said we were leaving - 1 looked a;\
bim and laughed. | said "Gio ahead and leave, 14 find wy way He was
hesitant, but he tefl.  How could | leave this show early? Then the show

ended & | realized 1 was sivanded, 30 miles from home. | sal on a bench
tying 1o figure out how 1 was gotag to get back. Just then 2 couple | had
med eavlier asked me where | was going and i turned eut they wers going
back the same way L was. | showed up at my buddy's doovsiep and he

couldnt believe that | had made i back. | had so many storize i tell him
about that night and he couldnt believe that we had gone 1o the same show,

When | returned 15 my home in novthern Hlinois at the end of May, { told
my wife alt about the fun { had had i Dan Diege. When we made our way
to Summer Fest, we had the time of our lives. We danced through the entire
second set -~ | had never sesn her dancs ke that. | am now deizcmined o
infroduce my friends in Chicago to Umphrey's and | can only hope that they
have as memorable a time as had during my fivst experience.

£rik Friss

/




Counting 1t Down Umphrey's Siyle

A New Year's Fiestivas for the rest of us. Spreading holiday cheer
to the Windy City for fhe past 5 years, this show-boatin’ shindig fea~
tures sin of the more creatively rockiastic lads you'll find in the
Midwest, Umphrey's Mclape and Chi-Town have grown synonymous
with ringing in the New Year much lixe the throngs focking to a giant
cup of noodies in the Big Apple. Celebrating the year that was and
peeking fnto what the future holds, the fellows have grown so adept at
toasting the night awsy that indulging in such an svent warranis s own
warning label: Contents Not Suitable for the Weax of Focx

The frenzied fury of sonic delight unleashed on stage, coupled with
@ dazzling Xaleidoscope of colors, transforms inte 2 Bacchanalian bash.
Seizing the opportunily o invile some music pals, bust oul some new
covers and carouse with some tomfoslery, the Mclwe men dial the amps
to 1 and let it all bang oul. The berns section, 2 near yearly staple,
heralds the merey festivities like angels we've hieard while high. Owing
to the nostalgia of the season, i's hard not fo get choved up over the
laet song of the year. And en its heels comes the fire? ode of the nas-
cent annum, which, for the superstitious, foretells the fortunes of the

31,

! Debuting in the shadew of Wrigley Field amongst the hibernating
baseball fans, the cozy confines of The Cubby Bear hosted the inaugu-
ral gig. Gwaduating from the bar scene, the group leap-frogged from
ene histeric venue fo anether: Yie Theatre, Riviera Theatre, flaz‘agm‘z
Baliroom.  Playing in the comfort of their sweet home Chicage grants
the boys license to push the ballot with their ingenuily and penchant for
panache. Hong selection ields 2 highlight reel of hits so consistently,
you'd think Charlie Weis were writing the seflist, Zreeping on you lie 2
ghost of New Year's past, | powered up Mr. Peabody's Way Pack
Machine fo offer a snapshet of the preceding half decade.

12.31.00 Lubby Bear, | et
Ring Dul/Ring In: Andy's Last Beer / §*Bert

Ao exuberant and loose svening told the stery of the first New
Year's performance. Dance and groove numbers idesl for the occasion
suitably packed the singular set. Fittingly, "2001 A Space Odyssey”
played a recurring theme, while "Stomping Grounds” and "Cantiva
Band” Lant 1o the joyous mood rung in by the funky jam ou of “Andys
Last Beer” s evident the band was working oul the Kinks when they
eolisted the crowd's assistance with an unplugged cord o Budneys
light show, Later, Brendan did his best 1o avoid a baby new year born
in the venue. Grander shows loomed on the hovizon affer weiling their
feet for the first time.

Umohrey's Giold 2005
?f” parey

Aa the year comes 1o a0 end, we find ourselves reflecting on
that which has sceurred to the past 300 soms odd days. e the
tand of Umphrey's Melmwe, a lot can be said for these days. row
ta¥e the chance io flex vour nerdom & pass on your opinion of
what were the best moments of this past year. Through the magic
of Umph Gold you can have your vole count. Send along your
entries to umphgold@yahoo.com by Tanuary Jist, 2006, Exjoy:

1 Favorite Show {pick three)

. Faverife s2d

. MVP (faverite song)

. Favorite New Song®

. Most Improved Dong

. Favorite lnsirumental

. Pest Tam Vehidle

. Favorite "Jimmy Stewar!” with Lyrics
. Faverite Instrumental “Timmy Slewart”
W, Faverite Run of Shows {3 or more)
1. Faverite Seque

12, Favorile Encore

¥3. Favorile Jover

¥, Favorite {auesi Appearance

5. Best Borfing {siage banter)

o, Best Light Show

1. Favorile Indoor Yenue

18, Favortte Duddoor Yenus

¥, Favorite Podeast

wi R = g3 ol

* "hAimostarag, "Seliove the Lie", "Gt Your Milk (Right Here)",
“Higging” and "Fassing”

12.31.01 Vie Theatre, 3 Sels
Fing Out/Ring In: Machine Gun / Nothing 2 Fangy
Something mustve been in the sggnog because the group seemed
overily horny, Perhaps it was the desire jo uiilize the Vic's spacious
srwirons fo maximize the sax and frumpel’s impact. Or maybe if was
the wedding proposal that transpired four songs infe the night.
whatever he case, the band fueled the vibe, debuling "Machine fun”
¥nown best from its appearance in Boogie tights and The Kinks "Ape
Man,” 2 nod to our primal instinet for revelry. By night's end, the ante
was raised on fopping this arousing affair.

12.30.02, 12.31.02 Vic Theatre, 5 Dels
Ring Oul/Ring la: Glory / Miss Tinkle's Ddyssey

Dtherwise gnown as the Mike Mirre Farewell Bun, the culmination
of 2002 warked the end of the beloved drummer’s chapter with UM,
Things got rolling on the 30th when twe members from moe. entered
the fray for a jam before capping the set with the debut of "Chernb
Roc” Bidding adien jo sur favoriie mop dancer in memorable fashion,
the band orchestrated a passing of the torch moment as Mirro gave
way 1o his replacement for 2 rendifion of "Huet Bird Bath” Following
this poignant mowment in Umphistory with ansther, the group ireated all
with an adapiation of Abbey Road side ©. Two words: simply stunning.
Oh, then they played anotber set and fwe sncoves.

12.29.03, 12.30.0%, 12.31.0% Vic Theatre, T Dels
Ring Oul/Ring ln: Triple Wide / Wife Soup

A three night occupancy at the Vic marked Kris Myers’ fivst official
New Year's experience, spear-heading a full throftle fele unlite any
ather. A stellar show on the 29th, featuring an epic "Nothing Too
Faney” and farringly poverful “Bhine On Yeu Lrazy Diamend.” whet the
palate for ensuing shenanigans. Sporting The Blore jerseys on fhe
30th and steating a WWE plot line, 3 verbal spat between Toel and Kris
prompied Myers to "quit” the band. The crowd immediaiely cdamored
for Mirrg's refurn and Dr. Mie obliged, reprising 2002's drummer
swap with ancther lake on “Hurl Bird Bath” NYE saw the group
decved in dapper suils as they brought an old schosl flavor to the
evening with aix Motown hits, calling the congregation to get downright

H PR $4
dirty antting 2 rug.

12.30.04, 12.31.04 Riviera Thealre, 5 Sels
Ring Oul/Ring In: Bright Lights / Plunger

Tlectricity burst at The Eiv's seams, from the wailing masses out~
side to the cameras roaming about inside. The circus was in fown, k-
eratly, with side acls in Delween sels and breathiaking acrobals gyrating
during songs. Puckethead and Mini-Kise denned the opener voles
admivably and later joined the band: one collaborating on an inspiring
composition, the other joining in 2 whimsical dance along. Guess which
was which? OHll in a giving mood, Umphrey's won the crowd over with
a bevy of first timers in "Ophelia” "Don't Do 11" "Hedgehammer” and
“laosd Morning” And if that doesn’t paint 2 big enough picture, the
newly released DVD can ill in the blanks, :

12.20.05, 12.31.05 Aragon Ballroom
Zall i 2 hunch, but § think #4 be unforgetiable,
By Tiowmy Rogers




